
conditions of dysentery, after hav-
ing cleansed the passages, he em-

ployed laudanum or Dover's pow-
der, with the happiest effect ; in
fact, he rarely used much else
than salts and Dover's powder in
diarrhœa, in adults. In his own
case, he was no less prodigal of
anodynes than with his patients.
Being, as you well know, for ma-

ny years a constant prey to pleu-
ritic affections, his treatment of
himself was short and efficacious,
viz., blisters and purgatives, fol-
lowed by eighty or one hundred
drops of laudanum, which quieted
his cough, allayed pain, and soon

placed him in a condition to re-
sume his business.

In conclusion, permit me to
state an occurrence which took
place under my own eyes, two
years previous to his death. He
was then violently attacked with
pleurisy, accompanied with much
fever, for which he had been
purged and blistered, and at the
period in question, was under the
use of antimonials. At this time
he directed me to give him se-

venty drops of laudanum. I re-

monstrated, directing his attention
to the dryness of his skin, its in-
creased heat, and the frequency
and hardness of his pulse. His
answer was, " believe in my ex-

perience rather than in your theo-
ry ; give me seventy or eighty
drops of laudanum, and an hour
will convince you of its proprie-
ty." It was given, and within
the hour his pulse became calm,
full, and slow ; his skin was co-
vered with a gentle perspiration,and his condition strikingly im-
proved. He left his bed the next
day, and frequently since has said
to me, " I think I have given you
a clinical lecture that you will
remember."

III.
ABSORPTION OF THE CRYSTALLINE

LENS.

History of a Case of the Probable
Absorption of the Crystalline
Lenses of both Eyes, in conse-

quence of local Irritation in the
Fauces. Read at a late Meet-
ing of the Boston Society for
Medical Improvement

By J. V. C. Smith, M.D.
Mary Ann £)., of this city, in the
autumn of 1822,—then five years
of age,—became suddenly ill, as

was supposed, with the first symp-
toms of croup ; but the course of
treatment, instead of relieving
her, manifestly increased the ge-
neral debility, without materially
diminishing the peculiar sensation
of which she constantly complain-
ed in the throat. To the surprise
of the family, the little sufferer
continued in this painful condition
several weeks, and, consequent-
ly, various ineffectual prescrip-
tions were made. Some addi-
tional disease was now apprehend-
ed, as it was with extreme diffi-
culty she made a full inspiration.
It was conceived by some, that
the action of the heart was ac-

tually suspended, whenever the
lungs were thus inflated. This,
however, rests on doubtful autho-
rity. A copious expectoration
was next observed, so free, and
at times so foetid, as to induce the
parents to change all former opi-
nions of her case, and conclude
that she was in a pulmonary con-

sumption. Several medical gen-
tlemen, who saw her from time to
time, coincided in this opinion.

It is remarkable that Mary
Ann lingered in this uncertain, and
frequently distressed, condition,
with but slight relief, till the fol-
lowing April. For the last two
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months, her d¡5  vimuii was daily
expected. About the middle of
this month, when no expectations
were entertained of a recovery,
an entire and unlooked for change
was happily wrought. Mrs. D.,
the mother, who had watched the
bedside of her child with intense
anxiety, happened to step into an

adjoining room for a moment, just
as the child had one of her com-
mon turns of coughing. Perhaps
she was agitated at seeing her
mother going out at this particu-
lar instant;—be the cause, howe-
ver, what it may, the paroxysm
was unusually severe, and dis-
lodged from the throat a thin scale
of bone, tbe size of a vest button-
mole, ragged on the edges, which
she held in her fingers when the
mother returned.

All the circumstances attending
the early history of the case, and
the manner in which she uniform-
ly pointed to the' affected part,
were then seen in a new light, and
had they been apprized of the
cause, a speedy relief might have
been afforded. As she was eat-
ing beef soup when she first com-

plained of a painful sensation in
the throat, the parents have no
doubt the piece of bone was then
swallowed. It is almost needless
to remark, that the patient's re-
storation to perfect health was
soon accomplished.

Here follows the most interest-
ing part of the case:—Before the
occurrence of the accident, which
has been narrated, her eyesight
was as perfect as that of any oth-
er person ; but when good health
again permitted her to return to
her story books, it was apparent
that she could not distinguish one
letter from another. Through
the whole course of her late in-
disposition, it was a subject of

frequent remark and regret, that
her eyes had gradually become
weak,—which accounted for tbe
habit of peering through the eye-
lashes, as though there was an
effort of the muscles to elon-
gate the axis of vision, when-
ever she endeavored critically to
examine any object. At these
times she was often heard to say
that she could not see. The rea-
son of this, the friends were given
to understand, was simply that
the terrible fits of coughing had
protruded the eyes from their
sockets, from time to time, with
such convulsive force, as to have
given an increased convexity to
the cornea. Completely satisfied
that this was merely a temporary
near-sightedness, the father sought
a temporary relief. She was
therefore taken to an optician's
in Washington Street, to select a

pair of concave glasses; but great
was the gentleman's surprise,
when Mary Ann declared she
could not see through them at all.
Perplexed and discouraged, after
trying, without benefit, many
grades of concave glasses, she
was entirely neglected, with a
hope that time and nature would
eventually overcome the supposedinternal derangement of the orgau.

Nearly another year passed
away, and no favorable change
had been effected, though she en-
deavored to study her lessons, by
finding a confused focus over a

page of large letters. The effort,
however, was always painful and
unsatisfactory. Thus the sightremained, till she was one day
taken to Roxbury, to visit an aged
aunt, whose spectacles were lying
on the table when she entered
the parlor, and which the child,
in her playfulness, happened to
put on. The same moment she
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exclaimed, with rapturous de-
light, " / can see, I can see."
Double convex lenses, of a sixteen
inch focus, were purchased imme-
diately, through which she con-
tinues to see with perfect dis-
tinctness, precisely as she did ori-
ginally, at various distances, from
eight inches to the ordinary limits
of distinct vision.

Finding no cases related in the
books, of a similar character, and
conceiving that there is but one

way of accounting for the change
which has been produced within
the globe, which renders a double
convex lens indispensable to per-
fect vision under all circum-
stances and at all distances, we
are necessarily led to the follow-

The present condition of the
eyes, without lenses, is presentedin the following figure, which
shows the manner in which their
original refractive power is im-
paired. The point at which the
rays diverge is so far back in

Though the individual may be
enabled to distinguish objects af-
ter the extraction of the lens, it
is self-evident that it must be an
obscure vision, which is easily

ing conclus-^.., ,iz. :—That the
efforts of the system to relieve it-
self from a local irritation in the
vicinity of the visual organs, call-
ed into sympathetic action the
active absorbents of the eyes,
which actually seized upon the
lenses, and wholly destroyed
them. This is inferred from the
consideration, that a convex lens
is now absolutely necessary ; and,
secondly, because nature has
made no progress in restoring the
eyes to their natural condition.
The annexed diagram exhibits the
eye, with the converging rays of
light passing through the lens, and
forming an accurate picture on

the retina, before the organ was

impaired by the absorbents.

the posterior part of the vitreous •

humor, that the image is carried
entirely beyond the retina",'—
therefore, the object cannot be
otherwise than indistinct and con-
fused. The eyes of the aged ap-
proximate this state.

corrected by convex glasses: they
give the proper refraction to the
light, and, consequently, a distinct
picture on the appropriate point
of the retina. The case under
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consideration is precisely the
same ; the lens having been taken
away from the inside, is placed
on the outside of the eye, and the
object is answered. Though the fo-
cus of the double convex lens is the
radius of a sphere, of which the

This last diagram exhibits the
young lady's eye, with the lens on

the outside. Its distance from
the cornea gives a greater refrac-
tion to rays, which, passing through
the pupil, cross- precisely at the

surface of the glass is a segment,
it is not necessary to have it of
the thickness of the natural lens,
because, in that case, it would be
necessary that it .should be placed at
an inconvenient distance from the
organ to produce the desired effect.

same place that they would if the
crystalline humor were there, as
seen in Fig. 1. Thus has the un-
fortunate little patient been re-

stored, by art, to all the pleasuiesarising from unimpaired vision.

SKETCHES OF PERIODICALLITERATURE

DR. SAMUEL JOHNSON.
Post-mortem Examination of the

Body of this celebrated Writer.
At a late meeting of the College of
Physicians, some account of which
is given in the Med. Gazette, a pa-
per was read by Dr. Wilson, which
contained the following memoranda.

On Wednesday, December the
15th, 1784, Mr. Wilson opened the
body of Dr. Samuel Johnson, who
died the Monday before. About a

week preceding his death, Mr. Cruik-
sbank, by desire of his physicians,
scarified bis legs and scrotum, to let
out tbe water which had collected in
these parts. Dr. Johnson being very
impatient to have the water entirely
gone, repeated the operation himself
with a lancet ; and cutting very deep,
lost about ten ounces of blood. He
was in too weak a state to survive

this apparently trifling depletion, and
died the same day. He had been
affected for several years with asth-
ma, for which he used to take opi-
um, but bad discontinued this for
some time before his death, althoughit was the only remedy which afford-
ed him relief. On opening tbe chest,
tbe lungs did not collapse, but re-
mained distended, as if they had lost
the power of contracting. The su

perficiiil air-culls were very much
enlarged. No water was found in
the cavity of-the chest, and not moro
than naturally exists in the'pencar i

dium. The heart was exceedingly
large and strong, and the valves ot
the aorta beginning to ossify. In
the abdomen there was ascites, and
some inflammation of the peritone-
um ; the liver and spleen bard, the
latter like cartilage ; a gall-stone, as

large as a pigeon's egg, in the gall
bladder. The omeutum was loaded
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